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Super Bowl 53 Recap

Suffocating defense guides Patriots to sixth title
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In the National Football
League (NFL) the Super Bowl
took place on Sunday, February 3,
2019, in Mercedes-Benz Stadium
in Atlanta, Georgia. The New
England Patriots and the Los Angeles Rams faced off in a close,
defensive game. Most people that
watched the Super Bowl might
say that it was a boring game and
expected more excitement and
points.
Despite a slow start by both
teams, the Patriots scored a

touchdown with seven minutes
left in the fourth quarter to take a
10-3 lead. The Rams got the ball
back and were driving down the
field and just as people thought
the game would become interesting again, Patriots cornerback Stephon Gilmore crushed the hopes
of Rams fans with an interception
off of Rams quarterback Jared
Goff, which ultimately ended the
game.
New England added three
more points to provide the final
margin: a 13-3 victory, which was
the lowest scoring game in Super
Bowl history. With this Super

Bowl win, the New England
Patriots have tied the Pittsburgh
Steelers for the most Super Bowl
wins by one organization. Tom
Brady has been a part of all
the Patriots’ Super Bowl wins.
Although he helped his team win
the Super Bowl, the MVP (most
valuable player) went to Julian
Edelman who finished the game
with ten catches for 141 receiving yards. Even though he didn’t
score, Edelman played a major
role in the Patriots’ win.
The Rams may not have won
the game but their defense was
stout throughout the game. Along

with defense, the Rams punter
Johnny Hekker broke a Super
Bowl record for the longest punt,
with a boot of sixty five yards.
The halftime show was
performed by Maroon 5, Travis
Scott, and Big Boi. Fans watching
the Super Bowl were hoping for
a great halftime show since the
actual game wasn’t playing out
how many thought it would.
The performance was not up
to many people’s standards, as
some questioned why Adam
Levine took his shirt off during
the Maroon 5 performance that
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Tekashi 6ix 9ine Behind Bars

Controversial rapper facing potential life sentence
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David Land
Staff Writer
In November of 2018, Daniel
Hernandez, more widely known
as “Tekashi 6ix9ine,” was brought
into police custody after the F.B.I
raided his New York apartment.
Him, along with five other men
were taken into custody. Hernan-

dez was charged with six counts
of racketeering and several firearms offenses which in total could
vary from thirty years in prison to
a life sentence. He has also been
connected to an armed robbery in
April and a shooting in July.
The indictment also stated that
he participated in a number of
other illicit crimes for his gang
(Nine Trey) including murder,

narcotics trafficking, and other instances of robbery. Hernandez and
his associates have not formally
submitted a plea to the court, but
Hernandez’s lawyer has portrayed
his client as a victim of the gang
as opposed to the ringleader.
These charges come only
months after Hernandez was
charged with disorderly conduct
for injuring a police officer during

a traffic stop and was charged
with using a minor in a sexual
manner in one of his videos, both
of which he pleaded guilty to.
“This gang, which included
platinum-selling rap artist Tekashi
6ix9ine, wreaked havoc on New
York City, engaging in brazen acts

Tekashi continued
on page 2
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Polar Bear Plunge

Take the plunge for charity!
Tamar Connelly
Staff Writer
This month celebrates the 23rd
anniversary of the Maryland Polar
Bear Plunge, an event in which
participants dive into a body of
water in thirty degree weather.
This is not without a good cause,
of course, as the fundraising
from this event goes to support
the Maryland Special Olympic
athletes in various ways. Technically, the first ever recorded Polar
Bear Plunge dates back to 1904 in
Boston. This year, the Maryland
Polar Bear Plunge will be held on
January 24th through the 26th at
the Chesapeake Bay. This is an
event held in most states across
the U.S., but many concerns have
surfaced about the safety and
health concerns of this possibly
fatal event. In 2009, a couple sued
the city and the group responsible
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for organizing the plunge, as their
daughter died from hypothermia
and acute intoxication shortly
after attending the event.
However, the precedent for these
types of incidents happening
is very low and usually is an
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of violence,” Geoffrey S. Berman,
the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York,
said in a statement to the New
York Times.
Hernandez was being held at
Metropolitan Detention Center
before being transferred to a separate facility due to safety concerns,
most notably threats from incarcerated members of rival gangs.
Hernandez’s attorney, Lance
Lazzaro, advocated for bail for his

temperature and pairing it with
the freezing water can only lead
to undesirable results. However,
this does not stop many from
doing so, since it feels like it
cools you down.
Even so, this event is harm-

WBAL

A recap of a memorable event

was dry and dull. Travis Scott
had a Spongebob tribute intro
and came in performing his song
‘Sicko Mode,’ but many fans
were upset because 1.2 million
people signed a petition for the
Spongebob Squarepants song
“Sweet Victory” to be performed
at the big event.
Although the halftime show
nor the Super Bowl game went
how many envisioned, the 20182019 football season was still
a good one to watch, as many
records were broken.

Tekashi continued
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extreme case, so the plunge itself is
not solely to blame. Such was the
case with Tracy Hottenstein, the girl
of the couple who died shortly after
one of her plunges in 2009. While
it may feel like it warms you up,
alcohol actually lowers your body’s

less as long as you follow a few
precautions. It is often recommended to ease yourself into the
water instead of jumping in, as
exposing your body to cold water
will give you an adrenaline rush,
but it is also possible that you will
start to hyperventilate. Of course,
taking ice cold showers is also a
good way to prepare for the frigid
temperatures. Taking a towel is
the best way to retain your body
heat and dry off since the sun
won’t be doing you any favors in
January.
Nevertheless, entering any
body of water in January can pose
bodily harm, so be prepared and
take some ice showers beforehand
if you are planning to participate.
Next year, test your metal and
take the plunge!

client on the condition that Hernandez surrender his passport,
pay two million dollars for bail,
and be placed under house arrest.
The judge denied bail, keeping
Hernandez in custody on the
grounds that he may still be a
danger to the community.
Hernandez’s legal team plans to
appeal that decision. The case is
ongoing and details may change
as it unfolds.
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Justin Parks
Staff Writer
The WBAL Concert for Kids
kicked off on December 1st, 2018.
They performed two shows on
Saturday, one at one p.m and another at seven p.m. This concert is
one of the most anticipated events
in the OM community during the
holiday season. The whole music
department of Oakland Mills High
School and other high schools put
together another memorable show.
All the earnings from this show go

to the WBAL campaign for kids,
so the whole show is a voluntary
project.
During the concert, they
performed holiday classics such
as “Joy to the World,” “Have
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas,” ”It’s the Most Wonderful
Time of the Year,” and “Somewhere In My Memory.” The
music program was also assisted
by multiple professional musicians including singer Montell
Butler. Apart from the concert
itself, there was also a holiday
shop going on in the cafeteria.

There were vendors with crafts
and ornaments for sale, a craft
station for kids, chamber choir
students caroling, and Santa was
there as well. The concert even
attracted the superintendent of
Howard County, Dr. Martirano.
Mrs.Cutler described the experience as “magical” and “breathtaking.” The whole event raised
a whopping $10,500 for charity.
This charity was for kids to get
toys, food, and necessities to have
an enjoyable holiday

King of the Mill 2019
Come out to Oakland Mills High School on
Thursday, April 11, at 7:00 pm!
There will be raffle prizes from the Boosters!
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Independent Research
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A unique and exciting elective
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Leah Gaskins
Features Editor
When making trips between
classrooms or wandering the hallways, it is not unusual to come
across and notice the bustling
chit-chat or focused atmospheres
of Independent Research and
Mentorship students in Oakland
Mills High School’s (OMHS)
Gifted & Talented Program. One
might wonder what these students
do with their time in this program
but have not had the time to ask.
But not to fear, for I have done it!
After interviewing students who
participated in either mentorship
or independent research, here are
the student opinions of the OMHS
Gifted & Talented Program.
So what do students, or more
specifically, students participating
in mentorship do with their time?
“So, I usually do my reading reports and look for more articles to
read, journal articles, for research,
and add to my compiled research.
Because my internship is more
stationary, I look at emails for my

mentor with assignments to do,
so I split time between research
and internship stuff,” Sumaya
Elkashif, who interns at Sonnier
Legal & Consulting Group, says
brightly. “Usually I leave...but if I
am in class, then I am usually just
doing the reading reports. Doing
summaries, doing research for my
research assignments,” Jacqueline
Buie, who interns at the Howard
County Health Department, adds
on to this.
It’s clear that students participating in the mentorship program
also take part in the research portion of the class, but there are others who only research. So I asked
what these students were currently researching. “The link between
mental health and creativity. Like,
what makes a person creative and
if that has anything to do with
their mental disabilities. I chose
this topic because, me personally,
I consider myself an artist and
there is a lot of stigmas related to
artists being crazy or mad. Like
initially, I wanted to gain more
information, but now I want to
help other artists cope,” April

Thomas explains. Jasmine Hogan
adds onto this, “I’m researching
emotional health in high school,
emotional stress more specifically. Stress on homework. I experienced it myself. I feel like people
around me are stressed out all the
time, and it seems like it’s mainly
from homework and I wanted to
go more in depth with that.”
While these students’ individual projects continue, what
are their favorite parts of the
class and, contrarily, their least?
Sumaya Elkashif was quick to
answer. “Definitely one of my
favorite parts is the internship because I get that hands-on insight
that normal high schools don’t get
to have. Contrary to common belief, I like the research part of the
class too, because of the structure.
But because you’re researching
something that you’re interested
in, it’s actually very insightful and intriguing.” Jacqueline
Buie also responds pleasantly,
“My favorite part of this class is,
honestly, internships are the best
part. Going and doing something
impactful for my community.”

April Thomas also responds with
visible excitement, “My favorite
part of this class is probably, as
a procrastinator, it is teaching
me how to use my time correctly
and how not to wait until the last
minute to get things done. I liked
how I was able to choose my own
topic, there were no boundaries,
no limits.” Jasmine Hogan also
adds onto this with “I like how
flexible this class is, and how you
can manage your time wisely,
and it’s really up to you what you
research. There are no restrictions
and you get to make all of your
decisions.”
Finally, closing comments.
With not much else to reveal to
curious onlookers, the independent research and mentorship
students comment on what they’d
say to those interested in joining the class. “I would say, pick
a cool internship, like something
you actually like so you won’t
be bored for months.” Jacqueline
Buie encourages. “Definitely
take this class, because it helps
manage your time. It helps you try
something new, come out of your

comfort zone, and explore what
you want to learn about.” Jasmine
Hogan also adds, “You don’t have
to know what you’re doing when
you join, and there’s a lot of flexibility. If you don’t know what
you’re doing at first, that’s why
you’re coming to the class!” April
Thomas said excitingly, “It’s a lot
of work, but it’s on you to get that
work done. If you want to know
what it’s like to be in college, take
this class!”
So the next time you cross
paths with these inquisitive
students or their busy classroom,
don’t be afraid to ask about how
their mentorships or research
projects are coming along. It’s
a great opportunity for students
in Howard County to learn more
about themselves and others!

Decisions, Decisions...

For seniors, college is fast approaching
Joa Gahan
Staff Writer
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As a new year begins, the class
of 2019 anxiously awaits college
decisions and braces themselves
for further deadlines. December
14 and 15 marked the start of decisions for those who had November 1 deadlines.
I applied to four colleges on
November 1, leaving me with a
lot to be anxious about. Of course,
my endless paranoia prevents
me from only applying to these
four, and I have another four
deadlines coming up. It’s not as
nerve wracking as before though,
because the hard parts are over:

Common App/Coalition, teacher
recommendations, and the dreaded feeling of not knowing how to
do anything at all. Coming into
the second round of deadlines, I
can’t say I’m necessarily more
confident, but I do feel more
at ease. January isn’t the only
college deadline to be aware of,
there are also a few in February,
so don’t feel too much pressure.
Although it feels like an eternity, and you may feel weighed
down by so-called “senioritis,”
senior year will pass fast. For
those pursuing a further education
in college, the time to start seriously considering your options is
now. Next fall is just around the
corner and you’ll find yourself

lost if you don’t start thinking
now. Manage your time wisely to
ensure you can finish the things
you need to get done. This will
make it easier on you as the year
finishes up.
Enjoy this year, because it’ll
be gone before you know it.
Don’t become too scared, just try
to enjoy your last year of high
school while still prioritizing your
responsibilities to prepare for the
future ahead.
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The opinions that appear in this section do not
necessarily reflect the views of the staff of The
Scroll or the staff and administration of Oakland
Mills High School, but are merely an expression
of views of a segment of the student populace. If
you want your views to appear in The Scroll and
be heard by the students, parents, and faculty, send
letters to Ms. Katlyn Moore, advisor, or email to
thescroll.om@gmail.com. The Scroll is your newspaper and you ought to have a say in what goes
into it. However, The Scroll reserves the right to
edit any submitted letters to remove objectionable or offensive content and language. Due to
space limitations, letters may not be printed for
publication or they may appear in later issues.
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Is Hollywood going through a phase?
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Hareem Qureshi
Editorials Editor
The trailer for the live action adaptation of The Lion King was released by Disney recently. This is
the latest in a string of live action
remakes of Disney classics like
Cinderella, The Jungle Book, and
The Beauty and the Beast. Disney
plans to remake more of their animated movies in the future, with
live action remakes of Mulan, The
Little Mermaid, and Dumbo already in the works. These Disney
movies were vital parts of many
of our childhoods, which prompts
many people to reimagine these
fairytales in many interesting different ways. But what do the live
action remakes truly add to the
original stories? The plot remains
entirely the same. The stories are
simply being told with copious
amounts of computer generated
imagery animation as opposed to
the copious amounts of two dimensional animation we are used
to. Disney is not the only studio in
Hollywood that’s big on remakes
and reboots at the moment. An
article by denofgeek.com written
by Simon Braw and Nick Harley
put together a list of remakes and
reboots currently in development
in this year that consisted of over
one hundred projects. Everything
from Dungeons and Dragons to
Alien Nation has a reboot ready
for waiting audiences in the near
future. We have seen countless
retellings of older stories already
like It, Ghostbusters, Roseanne,
and Fuller House.
With this in mind, is Hollywood going through a phase? Are
executives as a whole gravitating
towards adaptations instead of
telling original stories? Do we
have to perform an intervention
for movie studios and confront
their addiction to the profits of
nostalgic millennials throwing
their cash at anything based off
something from the eighties? I

think we do.
Movies are a business, and
most movie studios are concerned
with one thing above all else:
money. Movie studios do not
like giving lots of money to new,
original stories because they do
not want to risk the movie failing
to return the profits in the box
office. That’s why we’re seeing so
many remakes, reboots, prequels,
spin-offs, etc.; it is much safer
to give money to something that
already has an audience willing
to go see it. But do these ‘safe’
decisions truly pay off in the long
run?
Hollywood tried to remake the
film Ghostbusters in 2016 with an
all-female team of ghostbusters. I
think this is a good idea, but why
not add new personalities to an
old story? But, instead of working
on making the characters likeable or funny, the writers relied
too much on the characters being
female, hoping that would be
enough to draw in an audience.
This led to a severe backlash, and
that, paired with the unfunny writing, caused the film to be critically panned.
Diverse casting has become
a hot topic recently especially
with the trend of rebooting older,
forgotten DC and Marvel superheroes and turning them into new
characters. This has been done
with Ms. Marvel, Moongirl, Spiderman, and many other superheroes. I think that it’s resourceful
and creative to find older characters from an era where most
stories revolved around white
people and change their identities,
but a lot of studios have began
using this as a shortcut in order to
get people of color, women, and
LGBT+ people in theaters.
An example of this is Fantastic
Beasts: The Crimes of Grindlewald, in which it’s revealed that
Nagini, a magical snake enslaved
to Voldemort who appears in an
antagonistic role in the Harry
Potter movies, is an East Asian

woman. This raised the eyebrows
of many J. K. Rowling fans,
questioning the empowerment
of casting a woman of color as,
well, a literal snake. A woman
born with a curse that transformed
her into a snake who went on to
kill many people throughout the
books and movies. People were
also critical when Rowling wrote
Dumbledore as gay in the film
when there was never any suggestion or hint of this in the Harry
Potter films, books, or any canon
relationship, really. J. K. Rowling,
and the writers of the film were
accused of pandering to various
audiences.
Here’s a wild idea: instead
of remaking things with minority representation, why not tell a
new original story with minority
characters instead? The problem
with retelling or adding to a story
is that you put yourself in a bit
of a creative corner, because you
have rules to follow, a lore to be
faithful to, etc. The property has
a loyal fanbase and when you
change things, you run the risk of
pushing the target audience away.
So, if studios are already making
changes to these older stories,
why not just make a new story
altogether? You can have as diverse of a cast as you want and do
whatever you want without being
criticized for changing too much.
It’s a risk, but if it pays off, you
might just have the next Star Wars
or the next Lord of the Rings on
your hands.
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Skynet: Earth’s Inevitable Future?
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Earth’s first AI news anchor sparks possibilities

Ayat Chapman
Staff Writer
“Hello everyone, I’m an English artificial intelligence anchor.
This is my very first day in Xinhua news agency. “ These were
the first sentences uttered by the
world’s first artificial intelligence
(AI) news anchor launched by
Xinhua on Wednesday, November 7th, 2018. On their website,
Xinhua stated that the AI “has a
male image with a voice, facial
expressions and actions of a real
person.” The general appearance of the anchor was modeled
off of a real presenter, so the AI
could be perceived as real from a
distance. However, when you pay
attention, it sounds like something
you would hear from a text to
speech program and has the social
behavior of a puppet without the
puppeteer.
Let’s forget about the authenticity of AI for a moment. The
authenticity of a robot could
change at any moment, given how
humans love to update a product
until it is in perfect condition.
Let’s focus on why the AI was
introduced to the world in the
first place. For those who don’t
understand the concept of AI, the
term refers to machines that can
display the natural intelligence of
a human being. Unlike a human
being, machines are not held back
by basic means of energy such
as food, water, atmosphere, etc.
This means that if Xinhua wanted
to, they could keep this AI going on their official website for
twenty four hours a day everyday. Because they don’t have to
pay a robot, the news production
costs go down. Therefore, if they
wanted to, Xinhua could replace
all of their news anchors with AI
and save even more money.
With how fast society evolves
and how much things change,

eventually, we’re going to have
a world identical to Skynet, the
highly artificial AI network seen
in the Terminator franchise. A
world where AI has more importance. A world where AI won’t
just be the norm in the news, but
the norm in our entertainment, in
our schools, and in our homes. A
world where robots have actually
taken over.
Okay, okay, let’s take off the
tin foil hats for a second and look
at it realistically. In a world such
as this one, the scenario of robots
being commonplace in society
could go one of two ways: the
robots would be replacements or
assistants for actual workers, or
the robots could use their AI to
wage war against humanity much
like Skynet did. You could even
combine the two scenarios to
make a third scenario of humans
abusing the usefulness of robots
to the point of where they have
had enough of humanity. In any
case, there’s been a development
for AI machines in society that
has been blooming for a while

before Xinhua created an AI news
anchor. For example, many businesses have been using chatbots,
computer programs manufactured
to hold conversations with human
beings in recent years. In fact,
according to Business Insider,
eighty percent of the people representing their business were interviewed for a survey by Oracle
and mentioned that they already
used or planned to use chatbots by
2020. The survey had responses
from 800 decision makers in the
business industry, and out of 800,
640 of the respondents either
wanted chatbots or are already
using chatbots to enhance their
business.
Let’s get more mainstream and
talk about AI assistants. Specifically, let’s talk about Apple’s Siri
and Amazon’s Alexa. Siri was
introduced to the world on October 14, 2011 as the voice assistant
for Apple and iOS services. On
their own website, Apple states
that “Siri does more than ever.
Even before you ask,” and this
statement is everything but a lie.

To Kill a Mockingbird

Details about the Broadway production
Malick Stafford
Staff Writer
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57 years after its initial publication, prized American classic
To Kill a Mockingbird is hitting
Broadway. Prior to its much
anticipated Broadway release,
the producer of To Kill a Mockingbird are faced a lawsuit from
Harper Lee’s estate. The lawsuit
stemmed from creative liberties
taken in the play, mostly pertaining to race relations in the south
and the screenplay’s depiction of
Atticus Finch.
Aaron Sorkin, Harper Lee’s
estate representative, had accused the play of not doing the
novel justice in many ways. This
includes the portrayal of charac-
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If you have an IPhone, say “Hey,
Siri” into it, and Siri can do just
about anything you tell it afterwards. Siri can make calls and
texts, do tasks like set an alarm to
wake up to, and can even control
your home through cooperation
with the home app. Siri was revolutionary for its time, and with
updates regularly to iOS, Siri is
still revolutionary today.
The Amazon Echo was released on November 6th, 2014.
Along with the Echo was an assistant named Alexa. Alexa works
in a way similar to Siri, yet in the
future, Amazon has been working
on multiple smart devices that Alexa can benefit from such as the
AmazonBasics Microwave and
the Amazon Echo Wall Clock. So,
if Alexa works in a similar way to
Siri, what sets the two assistants
apart? Well, while Siri is a useful
add on to the iPhone, the Echo is
a useful vessel for Alexa. Alexa
is the product that Amazon is trying to sell, and the Echo brand is
their way of selling it. This makes
sense as Amazon has been using

ter such as lawyer Atticus Finch,
who is depicted as being naive
to racism in the screenplay. The
producers of the play had also
been accused of offering an inaccurate depiction of small-town
Alabama during the time period
of the novel.
Despite the accusations against
the screenplay, the producers
have not expressed any intent of
altering the contents of the play.
Rudin’s representatives argue that
the producers get the final say
in their adaptation of the novel.
Scott Rudin argues against the
estate’s more progressive claims,
stating that he does not want to
“present a play that feels like it
was written in the year the book
was written in terms of racial
politics” and that “the world has
changed since then.
In response to legal action
taken against the play, producer
Scott Rudin countersued Harper
Lee’s estate for damages. According to Rudin, the agreement “did
not give Harper Lee’s estate ap-

AI to reinvigorate their brand, and
it has been paying off pretty well.
In addition to people, AI has
been taking over vehicles. The
most important example of this
would be the Tesla. The Tesla
brand started with the Tesla Roadster in 2008, and since then, Elon
Musk and others have been developing the brand name of Tesla for
a decade plus. Recently, the Tesla
brand has been using AI to change
the game. This includes the development of a self-driving AI chip
that could give autopilot a brand
new meaning. Elon Musk has
went on record to say that Tesla’s
specialized AI hardware “will be
the best in the world” which is a
pretty bold statement, but with
the advancements they’ve done
already, it may not be too far from
the truth.
At this rate, a future with more
emphasis on AI is not “if” but
“when.” All signs have led to it.
What the future may hold afterwards is uncertain. Having these
robots in the workforce in the
future would be interesting, but
I, for one, hope that these robots
do not actually create a real life
Skynet to take over the world.
Plus, there certainly would
be issues with people that feel
like they shouldn’t be potentially
kicked out of a job by machines
just so their employers could cut
costs. There are a bunch of complications to think about with AI,
but the good thing is that we don’t
have to think about these complications immediately. We still have
a large amount of time before AI
takes over, so it’s best to live life
to the fullest and explore the possibilities of AI until then.

proval rights over the final script
of the play” or the right to “edit
individual dialogue”. Despite the
back and forth legal action taken
on either side. Legal disputes
were settled by May 2018.
The stage version of To Kill
a Mockingbird premiered on
December 31st at Broadway’s
Shubert Theatre. The play stars
actor Jeff Daniels as Atticus
Finch. Celia Keenan-Bolger and
and Will Cullen are cast to play
Jem and Finch respectively. The
production has already broken
box office records, breaking $1.5
million in its first week, the most
ever for a non musical play on
Broadway.

Lonely People
Playlist

Valentin

Created by David Land and Tamar
Connelly
This is a playlist is for the people
spending Valentine’s Day with the
most important person: Number 1, the
person who’s always got your back
and is always good to chill… yourself.
There is something for everyone in
here, from hip-hop to rock with uppers
and downers. This playlist isn’t your
typical “sad songs for singles” list, it’s
for the people who are perfectly fine
with who they are and just want to relax and play some hits.
Title

Artist

Album

Single Ladies

Beyonce

I am Sasha Fierce

Love Stinks

J. Geils

Love Stinks

Forget You
Cee Lo Green
I’m Free (Heaven Kenny Loggins
Helps the Man)
Ridin’ Solo
Jason Derulo

The Lady Killer
Footloose

The Wanderer

Dion

The Wanderer

Smile

Lil Duval

Smile

My Way
Young, Wild, and
Free

Frank Sinatra
Snoop Dogg &
Wiz Khalifa

My Way
Mac and Devil go
to Highschool

Celebration

Kool and the
Gang
Bazzi

Celebrate!

Lil Uzi Vert

Luv is Rage 2

Johnny Cash

Johnny Cash With
His Hot and Blue
Guitar

Myself
The Way Life
Goes
Cry, Cry, Cry

Jason Derulo

Valentine’s Day Recipe
“Date Delights”
Ingredients:
2 cups of seedless dates
1 stick of unsalted butter
Crushed cookies
½ cup of sugar
½ cup crushed almonds
¼ cup coconut powder for garnish
½ cup of fresh cream (optional)
Heart cookie cutters
Procedure:
On medium low heat, melt the butter in the sauce pan
Add dates and sugar and stir for a few minutes until the mix becomes like
butter
Add chopped or crushed almonds and cookie pieces
Turn off the heat and take it off the stove
Add 1 beaten egg and stir it in a fast pace
Butter up a cookie sheet so the dates don’t get tuck and smoothen/flatten
the batter on the sheet.
Sprinkle coconut powder on the batter
Freeze for 2 hours
Take the batter out of the fridge, and cut out heart shapes.

COSMIC

Created by Hareem Qureshi

ne’s Day
What is Love???
“Love is still wanting to spend time
with your husband after work, even
if he works down the hall from
you!” - Mrs. Cutler

Valentine’s Day
Playlist
Created by Lloyanne Hamilton
*sniff sniff* Do you smell that? All the
love in the air? Because I do! Valentine’s Day is right around the corner;
a day of hugs, kisses, and romance.
Don’t you worry, you’re not going to
be alone this Valentine’s day, stuffing
your face with chocolate while crying
to The Notebook because I’m here! So
spread some love around with me and
enjoy the Month of Romance listening
to some classic love songs. XOXO
Title

Artist

Album

Cater 2 You

Destiny’s Child

Destiny Fulfilled

When I See You

Fantasia

Baby
My Boo

Justin Bieber
Usher ft. Alicia

Fantasia (Side
Effects of You)
My World 2.0
Confessions

You Belong With
Me

Taylor Swift

Fearless

Best Part

Daniel Caesar ft. Freudian
H.E.R
Ella Mai
Ella Mai

Boo’d Up

“Love is not being bothered by
working 150 feet from your spouse”
- Mr. Cutler

Let Me Love You
Can I Have This
Dance

Mario
HSM3

Yo (Excuse Me
Miss)
Every Kind of
Way

Chris Brown

Turning Point
High School
Musical 3
soundtrack
Chris Brown

H.E.R

H.E.R

Always Be My
Baby
Love Galore
(Clean)

Mariah Carey

Daydream

Sza ft. Travis
Scott

Crtl

Can You Stand
the Rain

New Editon

Heart Break

All of Me

John Legend

Love In The
Future
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School
Calendar

Top 2018 Albums
Created by Molly McCardell

1. 5 Seconds of Summer -Youngblood

2/18 ~ Schools closed for President’s Day

Genre: Pop Rock

2/19 ~ OMHS performing arts mattress meet-

2. Little Mix - LM5

This band has a mixture of upbeat and sad songs.

Genre: Pop
This band has a lot of upbeat pop songs and slow songs that you can
listen to.

ing

3. Drake - Scorpion

2/23 ~ SnowCo Dance 7-10 pm

Genre: Hip Hop
This album has also has a lot of songs that you can dance to. The
songs on this album are good party songs.

3/6 ~ Interim progress reports issued

4. Ariana Grande - Sweetener
Genre: Pop
This album has a lot catchy songs that you can jam out to in your car.

3/12 ~ Military night

5. Twenty One Pilots - Trench

3/13 ~ Road to college night

Genre: Alternative Rock
This album has a lot of upbeat dance songs and slower songs that you
can still dance to.

3/14 ~ Piano class recital

6. Alessia Cara -The Pains of Growing
Genre: Alternative R&B

3/15 ~ Last day to withdraw from 2nd semes-

This album has a lot of feel good songs. That these songs can be relat-

ter courses without penalty

7. Shawn Mendes - Shawn Mendes

able, especially to teens.

Genre: Pop
This album has a lot of relaxing songs and some upbeat songs.

3/21 ~ OMHS Talent Show

8.Panic! At the Disco- Pray for The Wicked
Genre: Pop Rock

3/28 ~ Food Pantry

This album has a lot of songs that you can bop your head to. Also

4/5 ~ Three hour early dismissal - End of 3rd

9. BTS - Love Yourself: Tear

there is some chill songs that you can listen to.

Genre: K-pop
This K-pop group has dance songs can make you feel positive.

Quarter

10. Beyoncé and Jay Z - Everything is Love
Genre: Hip hop and Rap

4/11 ~ King of the Mill ~ 7:00 pm
4/13 - 4/22 ~ Spring Break
School calender complied by Madison Gustafson

This album has a lot of romantic songs and dance songs that can put
you in a good mood.
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We Were Liars

Top 2018 Albums
(continued)

Why is it significant?

Created by Molly McCardell

11. Nicki Minaj - Queen
Genre: Hip Hop
This album has a lot of songs that make you feel good and
makes you want to dance. Also, these songs make good
songs to play at a party.
12. Cardi B - Invasion of Privacy
Genre: Hip Hop
This album has a lot of songs that make you want to head
bang and just have fun.
Photo Credit: Flickr

Genesis Houston
Staff Writer
We Were Liars is a breathtaking story about what it’s like to be
young in love, to face trauma, and
to discover the truth behind family secrets. Cadence Sinclair falls
hard for a family friend named
Gat, and goes through a hardship
while figuring out her identity and
lost memories. The author of the
book, Emily Jenkins, pen-named
E. Lockhart, gave the book a
touch of realism and creativity by
combining romance and tragedy.
This book left me in awe,
shocked, and wanting more. I
found the writing style of the
author to be riveting, innovative, and original. She managed
to capture the brilliance of the
teenage mind while exposing the
different perceptions of and reaction to racial inequality. Lockhart
used stylistic techniques such as
imagery and incorporating fables

to reflect events and themes in the
plot. I must say, to take famous
fables and alter them based on
the character’s experiences was
an ingenious touch added to the
development of the plot.
Also, the characters in the
book provide insight on the way
young people think, the reasons
behind their actions, and how
life experiences affect them. Gat,
one of the characters, is a prime
example of the thoughts and emotions brought up when a person is
put in an unfamiliar or different
situation than what they are used
to. He struggles with accepting
and being accepted by the Sinclair
family due to their difference in
race and social status.
Readers get to take a look at
how he is viewed in a pregidous
way and how it mentally affects
him. Gat is only one of the many
important characters who have a
big impact on the story. Jenkins
wrote the story in a way that allows readers to see each character
in a different light. Whether it

be dim or bright, they all shine.
Sorry, that was very cheesy.
Without giving away too much information, the ending of the book
is unexpected and is an example
of how the author shocks readers
with her well-written masterpiece.
All in all, the book We Were Liars captures the essence of many
concepts: the conflict between
differentiating cultures, young
romance, and dealing with obstacles. The author created a story
of tension and unexpected events
that allows readers to connect
with elements in the book. I’ve
read this book three times already
and I’m still not tired of it. Every
read uncovers cool little details
that may have been missed before.
It’s definitely a must read. You
won’t be disappointed! If you’re
interested, the OMHS Book Club
will be reading We Were Liars in
March. Mark your calendar and
join them Wednesday, March 13th
and 27th. You can get this book
from the media center or from any
bookstore or library.

Grinch Movie Review

A recap of yet another Marvel film

13. Fall Out Boy - Mania
Genre: Alternative Rock
This album has good songs to listen to with your friends. I
feel like these songs were made to perform on tour with.
14. Migos - Culture ll
Genre: Hip Hop
This album has a lot of dance songs and also songs that are
good for parties.
15. Imagine Dragons - Origins
Genre: Pop Rock
This album has a lot of songs that make you want to dance
in the car and some you can listen to while doing your
homework.
16. Troye Sivan - Bloom
Genre: Pop
This album has a lot of different types of songs. Depending
on the song it can make you feel a different way.
17. Billie Eilish - Don’t Smile at Me
Genre: Alternative Rock
This album has a lot of songs that have a deeper meaning if
you listen to the lyrics.
18. Mac Miller - Swimming
Genre: Hip Hop
This album has a lot of calming songs and songs that can
make you want to sing it all of the time.

Photo Credit: Wikimedia Commons

Samy Bebee
Podcasts Editor
Even though the holiday season
is over, it’s not too late to still
catch up on some jolly favorites.
“The Grinch” is a new version of
a classic story and a retelling of
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas.”
The new version was created
by the same studio that made
“Despicable Me,” from the humor
to the animation the similarities

are very noticeable which is not a
bad thing considering how good
the Despicable Me movies were.
The movie tries to stay true to
the original story even though
some things are different like the
Grinch’s backstory which has
been changed drastically. Instead
of the story that we’re used to,
the Grinch is given a childhood
trauma that ruined Christmas for
him, which in my opinion is better
than him just being mean because
he’s the Grinch.
I really enjoyed this movie
because of its humor there are

many funny scenes which made
everyone in the theatre laugh. The
movie is bright and colorful and
has a kind message. The Grinch is
enjoyable for all ages and can be
enjoyed year round even if it’s not
Christmas anymore. My Overall
score for this movie is a 9/10 and
I would highly recommend it.

19. Travis Scott - Astroworld
Genre: Hip Hop
This album has a lot of good songs that can make you feel
different moods depending on the song.
20. Bebe Rexha - Expectations
Genre: Pop
This album has a lot of songs about relationships and
friendships. Also, it has a lot of good songs that put you in
a good mood.
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OM Boys Basketball

Scorpions poised to make a playoff run

Varsity Basketball
Schedule
Boys
February 4: vs. Glenelg ~ W 57-49
February 8: @ Wilde Lake ~ 7:00 pm
February 12: @ River Hill ~ 5:30 pm
February 14: vs. Marriotts Ridge ~ 5:30 pm
February 19: @ Long Reach ~ 5:30 pm
February 20: @ Dundalk ~ 5:30 pm

Photo taken by Roshnee Roberts

Roshnee Roberts
Staff Writer
As the winter sports season
begins, the OM Boys Varsity Basketball team, under the direction
of head coach Jonathan Browne,
is returning seven of their previous thirteen players from the
2017-2018 season. In the previous season, the boys were able
to make it to the second round of
playoffs. Unfortunately, they fell
short by four points to River Hillthey left that game with a score of
60-56.
The returning seven players
consists of two third year varsity
seniors, Daeshawn Eaton and
Ke’Von Simpson, as well as five
two year varsity seniors: Frederick Eiland, Adam Fairbanks,
Jaelen Gaymon, Ryan Looper, and
Justin Parks. The new members
this year are seniors William Blagmond and Patrick Jones, sophomores Barry Evans and Dooley
Riggs, and juniors Damien
Hopkins, Lucas Lawrence, and
Truth Norton.

With their first in-county
games of the season, the Scorps
were able to get past Glenelg,
River Hill, and Hammond. Unfortunately, the Wilde Lake game
left our team with a loss, of 59-58
when there was a buzzer beater
shot within the last two seconds
of the game. Fortunately, in the
Hammond game, the boys “got
off to a really good start, stayed in
our full court press, and consistently applied pressure, causing
them to turn the ball over which
resulted in easy layups for our
team,” said Justin Parks, number
20, the final score for that game
was 59-38.
During winter break, Oakland
Mills held a tournament called
the OM Holiday Tournament.
They hosted a total of four teams,
including themselves, Francis
Scott Key High School, CB West
from Pennsylvania, and Parkville
High School. In the tournament,
the boy played Francis Scott Key
and CB West, both of whom they
beat. By the end of the tournament, they were awarded tournament champions. Along with
that, Daeshawn Eaton, number 1,

was awarded MVP and Frederick
Eiland II, number 22, All Tournament Team.
Returning from winter break,
their first game was away at Marriott’s Ridge, in which they lost
by one point as the final buzzer
expired. Following the Marriott’s
Ridge game, was a home game
versus Howard. That was an
easygoing game for our scorps,
blowing the Howard Lions out
78-52.
Following the win from the
Howard game, were wins against
Atholton and Mt. Hebron. That
win streak unfortunately ended
with a 57-50 loss from Centennial. The game was hard fought, but
in the end, Centennial’s defense
managed to stymie the Scorpions’
offense. Lastly, their game against
Reservoir was on the 25 of January, after a long week of taking
midterm exams.
The next game for the OM
Boys’ Varsity Basketball Team
will be on February 12, 2019 at
River Hill. For more updates,
check County Sports Zone.

Girls
February 4: @ Glenelg ~ W 50-33
February 8: vs. Wilde Lake ~ 7:00 pm
February 11: vs. Hammond ~ 5:30 pm
February 12: vs. River Hill ~ 5:30 pm
February 14: @ Marriotts Ridge ~ 5:30 pm
February 19: vs. Catonsville ~ 5:30 pm
February 21: vs. Winters Mill ~ 5:30 pm

Records as of February 7:
Boys: 13-4 (9-3 League)
Girls: 15-2-1 (10-2 League)

Photo taken by Roshnee Roberts
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Horoscopes for the New Year of 2019

Aquarius
(January 20 - February 18)
Aquarius are eccentric and
independent. They will find
themselves growing closer relationships and forming the path
to their dreams in the coming
year.

Pisces
(February 19 - March 20)

Aries
(March 21 - April 19)

Pisces are loving and emotional,
and although the year might
not have a good start, it will
soon turn around and be filled
with warm relationships and
rewarding opportunities.

Aries do not get along with
everyone, but those who understand their depth and the goodness in their hearts are worthwhile and will stick by them
this year.

Taurus
(April 20 - May 20)

Gemini
(May 21 - June 20)

Taurus have an eye for beauty;
they should enter 2019 with a
generous mindset and focus on
the joys and the beauty of life
around them.

Gemini are mysterious due to
their dual nature personalities; they will make many new
friends this year, including
some interesting ones.

Leo
(July 23 - August 22)
Leos have many good personality traits such as loyalty and
love, but this year will be a focus
on smoothing out their rougher
qualities and becoming a better
person.
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Virgo
(August 23 - September 22)
Virgos can appear very strict,
but are very kind-hearted and
will go through a year of confrontation between those fake
and real friends.

Cancer
(June 21 - July 22)
Cancers always have high expectations, some which might
not have worked out in previous
years. The new year is a new
start for those dreams.

Libra
(September 23 - October 22)
Libras respresent fairness and
balance; this will contribute to
more opportunities than usual
in the coming year, promising
interesting experiences.

Scorpio
(October 23 - November 21)

Sagittarius
(November 22 - December 21)

Capricorn
(December 22 - January 19)

Scorpios will walk into the new
year with a sassy attitude
forming the tone for the rest
of their year, enhancing their
connection with the world and
those surrounding them.

The coming year for Sagittarius will be fast-paced and
adventurous. They will have
many unique adventures they
can treasure for a lifetime.

Capricorns are go-getters and
always strive for the things
they desire. They will continue
to work harder and achieve
their dreams in the coming
year.

